
THE FIGHT AGAINST PANHANDLING  IN OUR COMMUNITY
Public education to discourage donations



There is a difference between ‘panhandling’ and ‘homelessness’,
panhandling does not per se indicate someone to be homeless.

It can be confusing to know what to do when a person that appears in
need asks you for money outside a store, gas station or walks up to your
vehicle at a intersection.

Keep in mind that these panhandlers are either not interested in using
the resources being made available to them, or do not commit to the
agencies reaching out to them due to collecting enough money from
the public to feed their needs.

Good Samaritans donate to panhandlers, giving food or money, without
understanding that they are sustaining a way of life counterproductive
to the true help needed in our community.

“ Giving money to a panhandler 
can actually be harmful to our 

Community”



The San Antonio Police Department receives about 30
complaints a day about aggressive panhandlers.

In 2017 panhandling arrest were down, but trespassing
arrest were up.

Everyone arrested for a Class C misdemeanor is often back
out on the street within hours, which accomplishes
nothing.

Not all panhandlers are homeless, some are part of a
professional begging ‘gang’, which set up at busy street
corners to try to ‘guilt’ gullible motorists into forking over
their cash.

It is typically being done to support their addiction habit of 
some kind.

A panhandler makes between $10 - $25 an hour



"Giving money to a 
panhandler is like giving a 

gun to someone who is 
suicidal."

Although often associated with homeless populations, panhandlers may not
be homeless. Likewise, panhandlers are not necessarily mentally ill. While
many panhandlers have criminal records, they are also likely to have been
victimized themselves. People who engage in panhandling commonly use the
money for alcohol, drugs, and food.

Panhandlers target individuals perceived to be sympathetic or generous, such
as male-female couples, conventioneers or tourists, college students, women,
and grocery shoppers

Panhandlers strategically position themselves in areas where soliciting yields
high returns, such as areas of high pedestrian or vehicular traffic.

Transient panhandlers also migrate to areas where the climate is warmer
during the winter months.

Police are more likely to intervene in cases of aggressive panhandling or when
excessive panhandling causes apprehension among the public.
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Community partners and area businesses strategy to effectively reduce 
panhandling and reduce crime throughout the community

STRATEGY                                                                                            OUTCOME

Discourage citizens from giving to panhandlers by 
handing out educational brochures and/or 
posting educational signs

Initiate civilian patrols (COP) to monitor and 
discourage activity

Work together with Businesses to prohibit alcohol 
sales of single serving containers of beer or wine 
to panhandlers

Leaving the area, fewer known panhandlers

Fewer complaints, fewer calls for service

Reduced litter and signs of disorder, fewer intoxicated 
individuals 




